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1. Introduction

Urban Form:

Background
This report has been prepared by Cheshire West and Chester Total
Environment. Its purpose is to support the designation of the Helsby Hill
Conservation Area, and to provide an assessment of its special
architectural and historic interest.
Designation as a Conservation Area provides the Local Planning Authority
with additional powers to protect and enhance the area's special
characteristics, and this appraisal forms supplementary planning guidance
to support the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan Policies, in particular,
Policy ENV 5 (CWaC LP Part One), Policies DM 46-48, and DM 50, as well as
the Helsby Neighbourhood Plan Policies. It will help to guide decisions on
planning applications in the Conservation Area and assist applicants in
drawing up schemes.

Scope and structure of the study
The scope of this Conservation Area Appraisal follows recent English
Heritage guidance 'Understanding Place: Historic Area Assessments' and
represents a factual and objective analysis. It accords generally with the
framework established by the Chester Characterisation Study and has
been structured to encompass the following areas of study: Location and Context: Physical setting; underlying landscape features;
topography; geology.
Historic Development: Early history and origins; development; historic
uses and their influence; archaeology.
Land uses:

Local economy; general condition.

Street pattern; frontages; relationship of spaces.

Townscape Character: Dominant building style / type; focal buildings
and features; boundaries and surfaces; and
streetscape features.
Landscape Character:

Green spaces; planting; setting and relationship
with surrounding area; views and vistas within
the Conservation Area; views out.

Heritage Assets:

Listed buildings and scheduled monuments;
unlisted buildings of interest and merit.

Key Detractors:

Windows and doors; TV aerials and satellite
st

dishes; private driveways; roof lights; 21 century
development; public realm.
Character Assessment; Character Statement; Capacity to Accommodate
Change; Design Principles for New Development; Management and Policy
Recommendations.
The appraisal is not intended to be a comprehensive plot-by-plot survey
and omission of any particular building, feature or space should not be
taken to imply that it is of no interest.
The aim of this appraisal is to identify and examine those elements which
individually and collectively define the essential character of the area.

Designation
This document is to support the designation of a new conservation area in
Helsby. The proposed extent of the Helsby Hill Conservation Area is set out
at Figure 1.2. Key features are shown in Fig 1.3.

Survey
The survey of Helsby was undertaken on three separate occasions. This
approach allows for the following: • Opportunity to view, photograph and appreciate the area at different
times of day and in differing weather conditions;
• Revisit to check information gathered and correct any omissions; and
• Correlation of desk-based research with physical fabric

Fig 1.1 LOCATION PLAN
PLAN TO BE ADDED

Fig 1.2 PROPOSED CA BOUNDARY PLAN
PLAN TO BE ADDED – has been circulated

2. Location and Context
Helsby is approximately 7 miles north-east of Chester, and 3 miles southwest of Frodsham. It is located off the A56 Chester to Warrington road, in
close proximity to the M56. It is located on the slopes of Helsby Hill, a
distinctive wooded sandstone outcrop 463 feet (141 m) above sea level
overlooking the Mersey estuary.
The neighbouring villages of Dunham-on-the-Hill, Elton and Alvanley, and
the town of Frodsham are close by.
The topography is varied being situated on the slope of Helsby Hill.
Buildings sit in bands at various heights within the slope. Three main
roads dissect the area; Chester Road to the base of the hill, Old Chester
Road begins to move up the slope, with Alvanley Road joining from the
south.
There are highly visible nearby industrial plants around the Mersey
estuary, such as the Essar oil refinery, the Encirc glass manufacturing
plant, the G.F. Fertilisers on Ince Marshes and the chemical
manufacturing site (previously ICI chemicals, now Ineos Chlor), Protos
Environmental Group at Ince Park, Heat Trace at Mere’s Edge, and the
windfarm at Frodsham and power station at Rocksavage.

Conservation Area
The Conservation Area covers the western slope of Helsby Hill. It includes
the rural village character and later Victorian housing, some of which is
historic worker accommodation associated with the nearby cable works.
Helsby Hill Conservation Area is semi-rural in character, with several
distinct features that contribute to this, such as the lack of pavements,

rural lanes enclosed by hedgerow, trees, low sandstone walls, and houses
set in gardens of varying size and scale.

3. Character Areas
The conservation area is considered to be of one character, albeit with
the inclusion of two large green spaces, Helsby Quarry and Helsby Hill.
The conservation area as a whole is considered to be characterised by the
spread of residential development up Helsby Hill from Chester Road, up
to the edges of those green spaces.

4. Historic Development
Helsby was a township in Frodsham ancient parish, Eddisbury hundred,
which became a civil parish in 1866.
There has been a settlement present in the Helsby area since the late
Bronze Age, the most impressive evidence of which is the remains of the
promontory fort atop Helsby Hill. It is thought that the waters of the now
named River Mersey would have extended to the base of the hill.
Promontory forts are a type of hillfort in which conspicuous naturally
defended sites are adapted as enclosures by the construction of one or
more earth or stone ramparts placed across the neck of a spur in order to
divide it from the surrounding land. They are regarded as settlements of
high status, probably occupied on a permanent basis, and recent
interpretations suggest that their construction and choice of location had
as much to do with display as defence.

The promontory fort on Helsby Hill is one of a small group of promontory
forts on the Sandstone Ridge. Despite having been ploughed over, the
fort on Helsby Hill survives reasonably well and the plough soil will mask
significant buried remains. Promontory forts are rare nationally with less
than 100 recorded examples. In view of their rarity and their importance
in the understanding of the nature of social organisation in the later
prehistoric period, all examples with surviving archaeological remains are
considered nationally important.
The Helsby Hill Fort is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. The monument
includes a bivallate (double rampart) promontory hill fort, it is noted from
the monument description that field boundaries and the surface of the
lane into the fort from the south are excluded from the scheduling
although the ground beneath them is included.
The monument is situated on a spur of the central red sandstone ridge
which bisects Cheshire. The fort looks out over the estuary of the Mersey.
It commands views of the Dee Valley and the Delamere Forest to the west
and east respectively.

The name of Helsby is said to derive from the Viking name of ‘Hjallr-by’,
which translates as The Village on the Ledge, suggesting a Norse presence
at some point in the settlement’s past. The village of ‘Hellesbe’ was
recorded under its Norman name in the Domesday Book in 1066, which
reveals it was held by Earl Hugh (Lupus, of Chester).

Helsby Hill was quarried for its stone as early as 1692. The main disused
quarries are at Harmers Wood, which was worked by Benjamin Morris in
the 1830s. It was later opened to obtain stone for St Paul’s Church,
designed and built by John Douglas, the eminent Cheshire architect,
between 1868 and 1870.

It is thought that the recorded settlement at Hellesbe was wasted as a
result of the Harrying of the North by William the Conqueror during the
winter of 1069-1070. However, there is surviving evidence dating from
around 1260 that the manor of Helsby, now held by the “de Hellesbe”
family, had recovered and was in fact growing. A surviving Rent Roll from
1354 shows 30 tenants occupying some 165 acres in Helsby.
The land of early Helsby was used for farming and agriculture then later
dairy farming. Helsby was also an important area for cheesemaking up to
the 1850s, using milk from herds grazing the Frodsham and Helsby
marshes. The cheese made in the area was transported to Liverpool by
Ferry from nearby Ince, with butter transported to Chester for sale at
Market. After this date, however, the cows were kept solely for milk.
Most holdings were small (under 50 acres) and therefore likely to be
under constant threat of economic disaster (Dodd, 1969, 81).
The manor of Helsby has been owned by a series of aristocratic
landowners, Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester being the first. However, by the
15th century the manor was split between the Venebles, de Trafford and
de Beeston families. Interestingly there is documentary evidence of
conflict in 1417, 1422, and later in 1543, between the men of Helsby and
the Trafford faction. The former fearing their freedoms would be
infringed by the new landowners. In 1612 the powerful Savage family,
who already owned Frodsham, took over ownership of the Manor. The
land then passed to the most recent owner, the Marquis of
Cholmondeley.

Built in 1870 as a chapel to Frodsham: St. Lawrence, becoming the district
church for Helsby in 1875. The boundaries of "The District Chapelry of
Saint Paul, Helsby" were described in the London Gazette on 7 December
1875:
"All that part of the said parish of Frodsham which is comprised within
and is co-extensive with the limits of the said township of Helsby"
Commercial stone production started at Helsby Quarry in the 1820’s and
ceased in the 1920’s. Until the coming of the railway the stone was taken
to Ince on a tramway, and then by ferry to Liverpool and other areas of
the Wirral. One notable building constructed of Helsby Sandstone was the
Custom House at Canning Dock, Liverpool.

wire, and telegraph equipment. They later diversified into golf ball
manufacturing. The site later became British Insulated Callender's Cables
Ltd (BICC).
From the Second World War through to the 1960s, the BICC site in Helsby
employed some 5000 people from the local area. Its arrival and operation
brought prosperity to Helsby, evidenced through the boom in housing
during this period.
From 1970 on there was a series of redundancy initiatives which reduced
the number of employees to less than half that number. BICC stopped its
operations in Helsby in 2000 and the site finally closed altogether during
the summer of 2002.

Helsby Quarry has had several owners since its beginnings. Firstly, it was
owned by John Sothern (1828 – 1843), then by Thomas Brandreth (184385), and from 1885 it was owned by William Guest and family until its
closure. Guest is known to have built the row of tall sandstone houses on
Robin Hood Lane (known locally as the Spite Houses) using sandstone
from the quarry.
The tithe map of 1845 shows a rural and dispersed settlement with small
clusters of buildings located along the current Chester Road running to
the base of the Hill. A number of more dispersed buildings can be seen
along the length of Alvanley Road surrounded by open fields. The
population of Helsby at this time was around 692. A Roman road, the
current Old Chester Road, runs from north to south on the western side
of Helsby Hill.
In 1886 J and G Crosland Taylor founded the Telegraph Manufacturing
Company, moved into Helsby from Neston, making batteries, insulated

BICC works: Cheshire Image Bank

The site has now been taken over by residential development - now
named Mere’s Edge - with approximately 300 houses. The memory of the
BICC works lives on in the names of the roads within the development
such as Callender Way.

OS Map showing new development on former BICC site

The increase in new housing has not allowed Helsby to lose its village
character. The village retains strong boundaries allowing the adjacent
countryside to surround it give a strong rural feel. A factor residents cite
as one of the most common reasons they like living in Helsby. These
natural boundaries have allowed the village to flourish whilst ensuring its
historical characteristics are not lost.

Image from Google Earth showing Helsby surrounded by agricultural fields.

5. Land Uses
Historically, the predominant land use was agriculture with small
farmsteads stretching from the foot of the hill to the river in the north.
The old roman road (now Chester Road) has remained the locus for
development in Helsby. Historic maps (Fig 1.3) show us this.

are a number of commercial uses which provide services and amenities to
the local community including the large Tesco store, fast food outlets and
one public house. There are also several schools within the area: two
primary and one secondary serving the wider Helsby area.
The principal green space is on the western escarpment of Helsby Hill. It is
an important setting to the village and the buildings staggered below it
and around it. It is a key visual anchor and focal point, particularly from a
distance. Helsby Hill is popular with walkers who enjoy the changing
scenery and views the hill walk has to offer.
The table below demonstrates the changing population of Helsby since
the early 17th Century.

In 1850, the Birkenhead, Lancashire and Cheshire Junction Railway
Company constructed the railway line from Chester to Warrington. In
1863, the Hooton and Helsby Branch Line connected the Village with the
Birkenhead – Chester Line and “Helsby Junction” became a reality. Finally,
the West Cheshire Railway reached Helsby from Mouldsworth in 1869
and was connected to the Hooton Branch Line.
The former Helsby Quarry sits within the centre of the conservation area,
on the slopes of Helsby Hill. The Quarry ceased production in the 1920s
and the area was used as a landfill site. Following the compulsory
purchase by Vale Royal Borough Council in 1988, the land was reclaimed,
landscaped and officially opened as a Woodland Park in 1990. The site
gained Local Nature Reserve status in 2001 and is enjoyed by both
residents and visitors alike.
Today there are a number of key land uses. The conservation area land
uses are principally residential, and leisure. In the wider Helsby area there

Population changes in Helsby
Year
1801
1851
1901
1951
2001
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/CHS/helsby

Population
268
692
1572
2739
4701

6. Urban Form
The defining feature of the conservation area is Helsby Hill; part of the
sandstone ridge escarpment and outcrop that runs north-south from
Helsby through Tarporley and on to Duckington. The urban form varies
somewhat in the conservation area, reflecting the different age and style
of properties within it, and influenced heavily by the topography, geology
and hillside setting overlooking the marshes.
The relationship of development to Helsby Hill is the most important
factor in the character of the urban form of the area. The predominant
relationship is where the topography influences the siting of the
buildings, and this in turn is relevant to the orientation of buildings, which
take advantage of the topography to allow for unimpeded views to the
Mersey Estuary. Some buildings, particularly to Alvanley Road to the
south east do not enjoy this aspect and the built form and orientation
relate to the street or their garden area, rather than the borrowed views
of the wider landscape. Typically, there is one primary frontage to
buildings, although some buildings in Old Chester Road face the Estuary
and also have a frontage that contributes to the street.
There is a clear street hierarchy. Chester Road is the primary vehicular
route and thoroughfare. Old Chester Road and Alvanley Road are
secondary. There is no clearly defined west to east vehicular route from
Chester Road to Alvanley Road. Tertiary routes include Robin Hood Lane.
No less important but of note are the narrow pathways that contribute to
the village character and locally distinctive sense of place.

The meandering pedestrian pathways follow the contours of the
topography and are quite steep in parts. Cobbles and stones add to their
sense of place. Narrow sunken lanes provide access up to the hill, and
there are no main roads to its peak, though one footpath was formerly a
road over the hill.

The relationship of development to the street is dictated by the
topography and urban form that creates a number of strong views and
vistas. Longer distance views of borrowed landscape are enjoyed by many
of the private properties. Buildings generally tend to be set back from the
road. Many buildings are semi-detached, and those that are, are generally
in regular linear plots. This is particularly evident to the south part of
Chester Road, Robin Hood Lane and Alvanley Drive, and to a lesser degree
to the north of Alvanley Road. Many other properties are set within their
own larger than average gardens, particularly around the bottom of
Helsby Hill.
To the west side of Alvanley Road the topography has created an irregular
winding street, with dispersed clusters of buildings, set in spacious plots.

The garden areas are more organic in form, and the
plots less regular. The strong street boundary is
created by bedrock, walls and hedgerow, creating a
hard back of pavement or road edge, the latter in
particular adding to the rural village character.
Development is denser to the south east of Alvanley
Road and set close to the road. The road here is
narrow and development close to the road is tightly grained, comprising
historic linear terraced properties, which emphasises its sense of
enclosure. Relief is provided by the more extensive natural environment,
particularly when travelling west along Alvanley Road and Old Chester
Road, and looking up from Chester Road.
The pattern of the form of the south western part of the conservation
area, in Chester Road, are large semi-detached brick buildings, typically
three storeys, set almost centrally in large linear plots in specious
grounds. They are set back from the road but fronting the street, with
strong plot boundaries that define the street. They create a consistent
architectural setting, which creates a strong townscape environment.
Parts of Robin Hood Lane and the north of Alvanley Road generally follow
this pattern and architectural type and are two storeys. These buildings
have good estuary views.
Some buildings depart from this pattern. Most buildings are domestic two
storeys. Of particular note are the buildings clustered around Robin Hood
Lane, which have a more vernacular character, built of the local
sandstone and are modest in form and scale. The built form is set close to
the road, either directly back of pavement or with small front gardens,
creating enclosure to the narrow street.

A peculiarity are the three storey buildings on Robin Hill Lane, which are
one room deep, and are known as the 'Spite Houses'. These were
apparently built to three storeys to block the view of the Mersey Estuary
of the neighbour opposite. This is atypical as most of the buildings stagger
down the street in line with the topography.

There are no stop views of important buildings and the topography and
natural landscape create an essential setting for streets and lanes, open
spaces and buildings in the conservation area.
The majority of the properties are residential, and even when the use has
changed – for example to nursing homes or doctor’s surgeries – the built
form has not. The urban form of the area is still clearly similar to its
original form.
There are clear and distinct character areas created by the building type
and the relationship to the topography and wider natural environment.

7. Townscape Character
A substantial sandstone outcrop, a steep topography, views onto a lowlying marsh area, rural lanes and narrow pathways lined with hedgerows
and trees, and a small palate of materials create rich clues to the historical
significance of this small village.
Helsby is an historic village, but much of the built architecture dates from
the mid to late 19th century onwards.
The townscape form is varied within the conservation area. Buildings in the
conservation area predominantly date from the late 19th century and early
20th century, when the village expanded. The villas on Chester Road and
the semi-detached building on Robin Hood Lane and Old Chester Road are
typical of the styles popular in this period. Most common is the late
Victorian and early Edwardian period. These have a slightly complex plan
form, several with gables fronting the road, two storey bay windows and
sash windows, with clearly identified and decorative front entrances.
These front entrances are typically covered, either with an open porch or
set within the building on the front façade. Dormer windows are evident
to some properties.
On Chester Road, polychromatic brickwork in yellow and black is a feature,
typically as a cill band, and some buildings have dentilled eaves detailing.
Roofs are of slate, although some are red tiled, and high rectangular
chimney stacks with pots are a feature. Elsewhere in the conservation area,
of particular note are decorative timber bargeboards and finials at the roof
apex. These lend a picturesque quality to the buildings. Buildings tend to
be set back from the road and many are elevated above it with deep front
gardens, particularly to Old Chester Road and Robin Hood Lane.

There are also a number of more humble semi-detached and terraced
properties dating from the same period, which are on Alvanley Road and
Alvanley Drive. The plan form is simple, and properties have a pitched
roof and are built of brick, some with the polychromatic detailing. The
scale of the buildings are domestic two storey, and many chimneys still
exist, which combined with projecting bay windows, creates a regular
townscape rhythm. Many of the traditional sash windows have
disappeared but generally the replacement window proportions have not
been altered.
New interventions, such as large dormer windows and large windows in
traditionally smaller openings, can be over dominant when assessed
against the scale of the original building, particularly if the new additions
alter the proportions of the original feature. Of particular note are the
small gardens with boundary walls, which create a strong back of road
line and a clear delineation between private and public space.

On Old Chester Road, particularly to the west, there exist a small number
of low scale two storey properties. These are different to the red brick
building in the area, and are typically rendered linear properties, either
with pitched or hipped slate roofs and vertically proportioned windows
and simple doors with rectangular fanlights above. These reflect a
vernacular type of cottage. However, there are degrees of
embellishment. Some are subtle, such as dentilled eaves detailing and
multi paned windows.

Later Edwardian development is recognisable for its strong use of black
and white timber to upper floors and a hard-pressed red engineering
brick below. Of particular note are timber windows, frames painted black
and casements white, which add to their architectural presence.
Decorative, corbelled end chimneys add to the sense of playfulness.

Of particular note is Fir Bank, a two-storey linear property with textured
white render, set close to the road. Its simple façade is offset with
decorative bargeboards and spectacular honeycomb patterned iron
cames to its windows, creating a pleasing cottage orne style.

A clearly distinct type of vernacular built form can be seen around various
areas. Most distinctive and cohesive collection of domestic buildings is on
Robin Hood Lane. Small sandstone cottages are set close to the road in
small gardens. Their character is derived from their simple vertical
windows and doors, and some decoration to their facias.
Some of these building types have timber pedestrian and vehicular five
bar timber gates as their boundaries, which add to the rural character of
this area. Hedgerow is a strong boundary treatment, prevalent
throughout the conservation area. Fencing, where it exists, creates a very
suburban character.

A notable exception are the so-called ‘Spite Houses’ on Robin Hood Lane,
which are higher than the surrounding buildings and dominantly close to
the narrow road, creating an enclosed street which is offset by small
gardens on the opposite side of the road. Relief is provided with
vegetation, and overall this area has a strong townscape character.

The simpler buildings tend to have mortared eaves detailing while
outbuildings to Victorian properties tend to replicate details from the
main house, and include decorative bargeboards and deeper soffits
underneath

There are other examples on Chester Road and Old Chester Road, in
particular converted outbuildings and coach houses, notable for their
circular window to first floor.

Helsby Hill
One of the defining features of Helsby Hill Conservation Area is Helsby Hill.
The relationship with the hill is a key characteristic of the village. There are
obvious spatial, geological and landscape influences, created by the hill, its
tree filled slopes, sunken lanes and the red sandstone cliffs above. The
setting of the village as viewed west and south is tranquil and green, with
foreground views of buildings, neatly defined plot boundaries, framed by
the hill and associated trees on its lower slopes and the dominant red
sandstone cliffs.

It is narrow, and enclosed by bedrock, sandstone walls, hedgerow and
trees. Buildings are spatially set out, and some front the road, but most
are generally set back slightly, in small front gardens, particularly to the
west of the Hill. There exists well defined plot boundaries of high
hedgerow and low sandstone walls, and bedrock is evident. Entrances
tend to be defined by gates.

Chester Road
Avanley Road and Part of Old Chester Road, and Robin
Hood Lane
Alvanley Road runs into Old Chester Road, and Robin Hood Lane and
forms part of the essential character of the conservation area. It is rural in
character and its characteristics and features relate to its form, which
curves around Helsby Hill.

The main route into the village is Chester Road from north to south,
which curves gently around the wider floor of the Hill. This character area
is to the north east of the village of Helsby. It is a busy thoroughfare.
Boundaries are defined by very low sandstone walls and high hedges.

Central Area
The central area is unique for its overall vernacular character. Of particular
note is the materials used for the buildings, the local sandstone, the
cottage character of dwellings and the unique single depth two and half
storey buildings that loom over the narrow lane and create a hard edge to
the street.

Many of the three storey Victorian buildings along Chester Road, set in
spacious plots, are well hidden by the vegetation to front gardens.
Substantive housing also exists in Vicarage Lane and the Church of St Paul
is a local landmark by John Douglas, the eminent 19th century architect of
regional note.

Helsby Quarry
This area was a working quarry. Its character is still evident as such, most
notably with the evidence of the tunnel and former tram route, but it is
now a nature area, in which the natural landscape contributes strongly to
its sense of place and tranquillity.

Higher Alvanley Road
This area is a linear narrow road with modest semi-detached and terraced
buildings provides small rows of buildings with strong linearity and rhythm
to the street scene. The roof lines and eaves lines are generally similar.
The topography here is not noticeable to the main road, but noticeable to
Alvanley Drive where the built form staggers down the road. The grain of
development is quite tight, the scale of buildings modest, and the road is
quite narrow. Small gardens are evident, but for the main the natural
landscape is not dominant to the main road.
Properties on both sides of the street are generally slightly set back from
the pavements edge behind low brick or sandstone walls. Some buildings
are set in larger grounds.

8. Landscape Character
Helsby Hill is very prominent, and is an important regional landmark that
can be seen for some considerable distance. It is the defining natural
feature in the conservation area, and in the wider Cheshire landscape,
and it also provides important and expansive long-distance panoramic
views. These views extend north over the estuary to Liverpool, beyond
the Clwydian Range in North Wales to the west, to the Peak District in the
east and to Beeston Castle to the south.
The landscape character of Helsby is created by steep sandstone cliffs of
Triassic sandstone, reaching 141m in height, and to which Helsby Hill is
best known. It has a distinctive stepped cliff profile, including the ‘Old
Man of Helsby’ which refers to the appearance of the cliff side above
Helsby. To the north and west of the hill is birch woodland, and dwarf
shrub heath, bracken and gorse scrub. Sandstone outcrops, cliffs and
Helsby Quarry are features.

The promontory hillfort at Helsby Hill (a Scheduled Monument) occupies
a prominent position on the north-western edge of the outcrop
overlooking the Mersey Estuary and there are long distance footpaths
along the sandstone ridge, such as the Longster Trail. The area is locally
designated as an Area of Special County Value (ASCV) recognising its
landscape and scenic quality and its historic, archaeological and ecological
importance. Helsby Hill sandstone outcrop is partially in active
agricultural use and partly managed by the National Trust. There are also
some areas being managed for nature conservation, including
management of acidic grassland/remnant heath.

The conservation area has within it a hedgerow network, including
ancient species rich hedgerows, with mature oak trees. The former
sandstone quarry to the south, evidence of former industry, is now a
Local Nature Reserve and Woodland Park. Helsby Hill and the quarry are
informal open spaces but are key features in the conservation area and
are linked through their landscape characteristics.

A less formal landscape character relates to the gardens of properties
within the conservation area. A key defining feature is boundary walls,
neat hedgerow and trees. Trees frame views where they overhang the
road and create a defining landscape feature. Bedrock also lines the road
on Old Chester Road, with hedgerow above, whilst in Chester Road, the
rock has been carved to produce stout curved coping stones on low
sandstone walls.
This is likely to be from the quarry, which was used locally and shipped
further afield. It is utilised for the most part in the conservation area for
boundary walls. These features, combined with natural landscaping,
contribute to the unique sense of place.

9. Heritage Assets

St Paul’s Church

Listed Buildings
Alvanley House

GV II Church of St Paul 1868-70n by John Douglas. Added to by Douglas
and Minshull 1909.
Coursed rock-faced yellow sandstone with Westmorland slate roof.
Lych Gate, St Paul’s Church

GV II House, 1773.
Flemish bond brown brick; grey slate roof; gable end to road rendered
with early C20 gabled porch. Coped gable to road with kneelers and finial,
the stonework probably C19. Raised brick course at eaves. Until mid C20
the front room was a post office and shop. Cellar is partly brick barrelvaulted, with stone steps.

GV II Lychgate 1911. Oak framed on a small stone plinth with ornate
bargeboards and finials.
Listed for group value.

Helsby War Memorial

Locally listed buildings
Vicarage, Vicarge Lane

GV II First World War memorial, 1920, with later additions for the Second
World War.
The c.5m tall sandstone memorial takes the form of a Celtic cross with a
broad tapering shaft. The wheel-head and shaft are decorated with
complex vine patterns carved in relief.

A pleasant Victorian house typical of its period – built close to the church
and still in use.

Holly Villa, Chester Road
Bank House

Victorian house of symmetrical design – character remains intact.
GV II 1820s house of brown brick in Flemish bond. Slated pyramidal roof
with short ridge.

The Old Hall, Chester Road

Local sources suggest that site was the residence of William de Helsby
(Lord of the Manor 1307 – 1324)
Building is much altered but retains some notable features.

Ravenscar, Alvanley Road

Large sandstone house of rough faced stone laid in regular courses.Tiled steep pitched roof. Multi-gabled with mock timbering and carved
patterns in plaster.
Fir Bank, 91 Old Chester Road

115-119 Robin Hood Lane

Also known as 'Spite Houses'. Apparently built to 3 storeys to block the
view of neighbour to S over the Mersey estuary.
Three storey sandstone houses, one room deep with dormers to eastern
roof slope.

Listing dates as 1841 but it is thought to be considerably older – possibly
former hunting lodge within the Old Delamere Forest, has been used as
school. Distinctive honeycomb metal windows common in houses built
for the Marquis of Cholmondeley.

138 Chester Road

Possibly 1800
Long house of sandstone and brick with mortared eaves.
Undercliffe,136 Chester Road

1770, altered 1879
House. Stone building with added Victorian brickwork and decoration.
Milestone mention in Turnpike Act 1797.

10. Key Detractors
•

Alterations that have resulted in a loss of the original
architectural character.

•

Poor quality boundary treatments

•

th

20 century development that fails to take into account historical
design cues to roof lines, window treatments etc.

11. Character Assessment
To summarise, this area can be divided into two areas of very distinct
character – The Sandstone ridge of Helsby Hill, of which the quarry is an
integral part, and the built-up village.
Helsby Hill establishes the setting of the village. It is undeveloped and its
natural landscape is fundamental to the village character and key views to
it and from it.
The approach in to Helsby from Alvanley Road and Old Chester Road is
characterised by a strong sense of enclosure, which contrasts with the
undeveloped hill. Sandstone boundary walls, hedgerow and a dense
treescape lead views along lanes, and overall, this has a rural character.
Robin Hood lane has a transitional quality between an open rural
character and a more urban character.
The built-up area has a strong and varied architectural palate. Its
townscape quality is generally high and the quality of individual buildings
date from the 18th century onwards. Most however are late Victorian and
Edwardian.
Boundary treatments with its richness of red sandstone, hedgerow and
associated vegetation are highly important to the character of the area.

11. Character Statement
“Helsby Hill and its associated cliffs, topography, landscape and
geological form is a fundamental part of the character of the village.
The area is predominantly residential, mostly developed in the late 19 th
and early 20th century. The built form retains much of its historic
character, exemplified by Victorian and Edwardian housing set in
generous plots behind large front gardens with mature landscaping,
providing an integral landscape to the street. Smaller cottages and
houses also contribute to the strong sense of place, with small front
gardens and sandstone walls. Continuity in boundary treatment by the
use of a simple pallet of building materials and hedgerow play an
important role in the overall character, and landscape in particular
hedgerow and trees, contributes to the strong sense of place.”

12. Capacity to Accommodate Change
There are few large scale development opportunities in the area. Most
appropriate new development is likely to be replacement of buildings
that have no special character (and not consequently have not been
identified as a building of townscape merit), infill development or
alterations to existing properties. In all cases such development should
positively address the setting of the wider townscape and reinforce the
special character of the area.

13. Design Principles for New Development
All new development should respect the grain, density, height and
massing of adjacent properties within the Conservation Area

Retain and enhance the legibility of footpaths in the
village
The routes and pathways through Helsby are a critical component of the
area’s special character and contribute significantly to the plan form of
the village and views within it. Gateways and markers should reflect the
area’s special character.

Transport
Use heritage yellow lines and sensitive traffic management proposals
consistent with conservation areas.

New uses for buildings
Development on key gateways should be designed to respect and to
blend into the landscape and avoid a very monolithic horizontal or
vertical mass and should respect the topography, landscape and
boundary features and views.
Views into the village and conservation area are very important and
should be retained, framed and enhanced by soft landscaping.
New build should follow the existing building line, scale, proportions and
colours of properties adjacent. This should avoid pastiche or poorly
applied building features and should be a well-designed contemporary
response.

Improve key gateways
The gateways entering the conservation area should be conserved and
enhanced and where necessary improved.

Any new uses for existing buildings should not alter architecturally
significant frontages.
For further detail on design principles for new development, please refer
to the Helsby Neighbourhood Plan.

